Moving into the era of age-friendly society:
The global public health need Sir, Globally, the life expectancy has increased due to which the population aging has emerged as one of the significant challenges for the policy makers and stakeholders. [1] In fact, it has been anticipated that over the next 5 years, the number of people more than 65 years old will clearly outnumber the number of children in under-five year age group for the very 1 st time. [2, 3] Further, population aging has also been acknowledged as the biggest social transformation of the 21 st century; as by the year 2050, almost 2 billion people across the world will be older than 60 years. [2] It is a very well-known fact that as people live longer, a definitive rise in the incidence of chronic illnesses is expected. [4] Realizing the magnitude of the elderly people across the globe, it is the need of the hour that both cities and communities should strive to become more age-friendly so that the varying needs of the aging population can be addressed. [2, 3] In general, an age-friendly city is one which promotes active aging of the different sections of the community by enhancing opportunities for health, involvement, and security to eventually improve their quality of life. [2, 4] This is a crucial planning investment for future as most of the today's community (viz., adults and children) will be aging in the coming years, and creating a supportive surrounding will not only enable the elderly populations to stay independent but also even facilitate the establishment of social bonds between people from all ages of the community and eventually, will prove beneficial for the society as a whole. [5, 6] An age-friendly city not only recognize the broad range of capacities and resources among the community but also even effectively respond to the aging-related needs, respect the decisions and lifestyle choices of the elderly, protect the high-risk ones, and fosters their inclusion in different facets of community. [7] Furthermore, owing to the health care services and support (viz., safe road/transport services, barrier-free access to all buildings, etc.,) extended to the community residing in an age-friendly city, most of the age-related illnesses can either be prevented or be delayed. [2, 6] In addition, the age-friendly cities aim to strengthen and collaborate between eight different areas (viz., community and health care, transport, housing, social participation, outdoor space, social inclusion, civic participation, and access to information technology), which often overlap and interact with each other and together contribute numerous benefits to the elder sections of the community so that they can age better. [1, 5, 7] In fact, in the global arena, cities and communities are striving to become more age-friendly so that the needs of their aging people are significantly addressed. [7] Further, different cities across the world have started variable age-friendly practices such as initiation of a community connect program in Ottawa city (for the welfare of the vulnerable older adults), age-friendly business initiative to enable businesses to be more age-friendly and attract older customers in four cities of Spain, building an age-friendly Portland in the United States of America, etc. [8] However, the ultimate target of welfare of older people can only be realized and provided the interventions are implemented after hearing and involving older people, assessment of the age-friendliness of the community, complete involvement of all the concerned sectors, and by monitoring the development through older people/ other stakeholders. [2, 6] In fact, these services can be utilized by people from the different age groups of community as well and they can also derive multiple advantages. [2, [5] [6] [7] To conclude, an age-friendly city is a barrier-free city which is designed to address the diversified needs of the elderly of the community and at the same time, it promotes social inclusion. However, its utility is not only restricted to elderly and can eventually make the society a great place to live for all the generations.
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